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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 156 


[Abstract:] Asks information in reference to coins of U.S. 


430 B. Avenue, 
Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
March 6, 1889 


Superintendent of Mint: 
Dear Sir: 


Being a member of the Ladies’ Tourist Club of this city, I find I am down on the program 
for an article on “Our Coins”. Of course, I have found a vast amount of information regarding 
the subject and that is the trouble. I wish I might find it in a more condensed form so that I might 
glean the most significant facts without being obliged to read so extensively. 


I must conclude the article in about a half hour’s time in reading it and so I have been 
induced to write you regarding the matter and to ask if it would trespass upon too much of your 
time to tell me a few facts regarding the coin of this nation. How often are our coins issued? And 
is there a specific time for coining each of our coins? Any such information would be so 
acceptable to me and would certainly be appreciated for a I realize the great favor I am asking of 
one whose time is without doubt fully occupied and one who has no particular interest in me. Is 
there a record issued every year if the amount could and would it help me any in my article? 
Perhaps you might refer me to some condensed reports of the Mint. 


I begin in my article with colonial coin and follow the history of them in the present time. 
In my study of yesterday I was reading of the “Washington Cent”. Can you inform me if that and 
the “Old red cent” named by Jefferson is the same? 


Again hoping that I am not trespassing upon your time in asking this favor I will count 
myself under much obligation to you should you see fit to enlighten me for this vast but deeply 
interesting study. 


Respectfully 
Mrs. W.G. Mateer 


